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Crelata® Launches New Arts

Education Technology Platform to

Get Dance Education in More Schools

Pascal Rekoert
Assistant Professor and Dance Education Program
Director at Central Connecticut State University (CCSU)

Crelata, an arts education company based in Brooklyn, New
York, recently launched its new online dance education platform.
They offer sequential on-demand dance classes for students of
all ages in an easy-to-use, ad-free format designed for use in
K-12 schools or wherever students are taught. This platform
provides a powerful way for PhysEd teachers to incorporate
dance into their curriculum and for Dance educators to provide
a learning source beyond
their area of expertise.
Below is an interview
with  Ella  Rosewood,
Founder and CEO of
Crelata. Ella is a dance
educator,  entrepreneut,
arts education advocate,
and lifelong Girl Scout
who aims to push the
artform into the 2lIst
Century  through  the
preservation of culturally
relevant historical dances
and a refreshing amalgam
of choreography and cinematography. Rosewood has taught
middle school dance for the last nine years and holds dual
Bachelor’s Degrees in Dance and Elementary Education and a
Master’s Degree in Dance Education.

Pascal: One of my primary goals is to promote dance
education in the state of Connecticut. Considering only 1%
of U.S. students participate in dance classes as part of their
K-12 education (based on the National Arts Education Data
Project), I was pleased to learn about your endeavor Crelata.
Your new dance education technology platform has an
exciting and memorable name. What does it mean?

Ella: I made it up combining the words “create” and “a lot”. It
took a lot of Googling. I read the entire dictionary, cut up the
letters of the alphabet, and was obsessed with jumbling up
Scrabble tiles. I think I came up with over 2,000 names, many
of which were already taken at the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office. Then, as a stroke of genius, the name came to me in
the middle of the night, and I took a liking to it immediately.

Pascal: What moved you to start this project?

Ella: Nine years ago, when I started teaching middle school
dance, I struggled to motivate my students. After I coaxed

them into stretching with me, many kids became increasingly
comfortable sharing their opinions. Many voiced their desire
to dance Salsa. Since this is not my area of expertise, I self-
taught through online resources. As a novice in this dance
style, I still struggled with ample buy-in from my students.
Students also were uncomfortable stepping into leadership
roles and sharing their Salsa expertise with their peers. My
strong modern, jazz, and ballet background was not a match
for students who had never danced before, and I realized
their cultural dances also were not something I knew much
about. I needed a bridge to connect my dance expertise with
their dance expertise. Finally, I raised $15,000 to bring in a
guest artist.

Covid pushed me to reinvent my teaching. Teaching dance
in large echoing spaces while wearing an N-95 mask, a
cloth mask, and a face shield was not sustainable. I started
prerecording my classes and playing them on classroom
smartboards to avoid losing my voice. Prerecording
enabled me to provide individual attention to students and
differentiate instruction. Students also were happy to be able
to see my face again! Seeing the potential, I started looking
for various dance styles and soon realized that matching
found tutorials with my student’s skill levels was challenging.
This experience moved me to start Crelata. I aim to support
movement educators and provide them with high-quality
instruction.

Pascal: How would you describe Crelata and its intended
impact on dance education in the United States?

Ella: Crelata is an online arts education company making
access to the arts more equitable through technology. It
offers fun and sequential on-demand dance classes for kids
of all ages, designed by dance education experts. All Crelata
content is 100% ad-free and designed for use wherever
students are taught. If schools cannot afford to offer dance
classes by hiring a certified dance teacher or a teaching artist,
they can provide it for a fraction of the cost through Crelata.
Ultimately, I would like every child to have dance in their
school, and I intend to increase the presence of dance in
schools. While we focus on K-12, we tried it with preschool
and college; they also loved the content.

Pascal: Crelata just celebrated its first birthday and was
featured in Dance Informa Magazine. What greatness can we
expect from Crelata this year?

Ella: Last year was getting everything up and running. On
September 1, we launched our content. This coming school
year includes a Salsa series of five lessons. They are each
about 40 minutes long. Besides the video lessons that you
can play with one click, we offer supplemental materials, like
lesson plans, word walls, flashcards, entry slips, exit tickets,
discussion questions, and more. A dance educator can have
so much fun with it. As a P.E. teacher, you can just play the
video lessons. In November, our Hip Hop series launches,
and in December, we are releasing our creative career chats
that teach kids about different careers related to the arts.
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Pascal: How do you ensure that dance is accessible to
all K-12 students? How do you support the needs of your
diverse learners?

Ella: We created an extensive document called Strategies
for Diverse Learners, which provides tips and support for
classroom teachers who have never taught dance. We also
offer guidance to differentiate a dance curriculum. For
example, what do you do when Xiamora gets it fast and Randy
stumbles over their feet? Most importantly, we designed our
content with diverse learners in mind. For example, in the
video lessons, you will see right and left arrows on the screen
to indicate what direction kids should move, names of the
steps and vocabulary lighting up on the screen when they
are supposed to do it, and closed captions in English and
Spanish. Most exciting is that we have everything interpreted
in American Sign Language.

Pascal: Is Crelata just for dance teachers?

Ella: Crelata is designed for all teachers. My background is
in preschool and elementary education, and I have seen the
importance of movement breaks in conventional classrooms.
Crelata makes powerful connections to core content. For ex-
ample, a Social Studies teacher could easily connect their les-
sons to our current Salsa series. I also see many P.E. educa-
tors apprehensive about including dance in their curriculum.
Crelata offers the perfect way to plug and play a dance unit
with embedded assessments. I aim to make dance accessible
by offering an easy-to-use product that meets educational
needs, like standards, lesson plans, and assessments.

Pascal: How will this platform evolve in the next few years?

Ella: For next year, I want to have minimally two more se-
ries. I also envision making more career chats and shorter
3 to 5-minute warm-up videos. We also want performances
on the platform so teachers can have virtual field trips. Ulti-

(claps)

mately, it depends on what the users want. Over the next few
years, we want to make a massive dance education and arts
education content library and become a leader in the field of
online arts education.

Pascal: What does it cost to get the Crelata content, and what
do they get for that?

Ella: We offer three different types of subscription plans: a
classroom plan for $295 per year, a school plan for $995 per
year, and a district plan for which we offer a discounted price
depending on the number of participating schools. Right
now, the first Salsa lesson is offered for free, and we plan to
do the same with the first lesson of the Hip Hop series.

Visit Crelata today and see what they are about! Or, even bet-
ter, test out this platform with your students...

Learn more at crelata.com and follow Crelata on Instagram,
LinkedIn, YouTube, TikTok, and Facebook.

To contact Ella Rosewood, email hello@crelata.com.
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Health Benefits Associated With Regular Physical Activity

Children and Adolescents

 Improved bone health (ages 3 through 17 years)

 Improved weight status (ages 3 through 17 years)

« Improved cardiorespiratory and muscular fitness
(ages 6 through 17 years)

« Improved cardiometabolic health (ages 6 through
17 years)

 Improved cognition (ages 6 to 13 years)*

Reduced risk of depression (ages 6 to 13 years)

(U.S. Department of Health and Human Services; 2018)






